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From another time and from another world, Galatea Future arrived in the world of the Champions to 

do the one thing she tried so desperately to avoid before… to live. 

It’s not easy, though, when you’re over a thousand years old and suddenly you’re given a new life in 

more ways than one.  Life is literally starting over again for her, and yet she is still doing what she 

does best: serving humanity alongside her friends as…  

Anna Wednesday was a telepathic special agent with 
the Federal Bureau of Investigations.  One of the 
few lawyers allowed to operate as a telepath, 
Agent Wednesday investigated all manner of 
criminal activity.   

She was also a good friend and ally of the heroes 
of Project Mycroft. 

But then there was one case that would not only 
cost her dearly, but it would also affect her 
friends and allies.  A case that would damage the 
mutually-beneficial relations between the United 
Nations division and Millennium City. 

Future’s Guardian #24 is created using original characters in the Champions Online Multiplayer Online Roleplaying Game.  
Copyright © 2009-2023, Gearbox Publishing. This story is an independent not-for-profit derivative work of the Champions Online 
Game. All original rights are reserved by Cryptic Studios and Gearbox Publishing. Cryptic Studios is a trademark of Cryptic Studios, 
Inc. Gearbox Publishing is a trademark of Gearbox Enterprises, LLC.  All other trademarks are property of their respective owners. 
Battlerock Comics is a subsidiary of Get Brutal Productions and makes no claim on the intellectual property owned by either Cryptic 
Studios or Gearbox Publishing. 
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GOOD MORNING MILLENNIUM CITY WITH VICTORIA CROWNSTONE…  

And now we have a live 
view of City hall, where 
a very important 
sentencing hearing is 
scheduled to start. 

For more on this, we 
take you to WCOC’s own 
Julie Morgan in front 
of City Hall.  Julie? 

WCOC JULIE MORGAN - CITY HALL 

That’s right, 
Victoria.  

The sentencing 
hearing for Leopold 
Lock, aka “Lunk”, is 
about to commence 
right behind me. 

CITY HALL - SENTENCING HEARI 

Lock was head of 
security for then-
Mayor-elect 
Ronald Betters, 
whose surprise 
election in 2018 
was stained by 
charges of voter 
fraud and ballot 
tampering. 

SENTENCING HEARING FOR LEOPOLD “LUNK” LOCK UNDERWAY SHORTLY 

Lock was charged with 
the capital murder of 
FBI Agent Anna 
Wednesday, who was 
attempting to arrest 
Betters for his part in 
the ballot tampering.  

Lock himself was eventually 
arrested by Millennium 
City’s own Galatea Future, 
but only after a prolonged 
battle that went from one 
end of the city to the other. 

LEOPOLD “LUNK” LOCK BEING TRANSFERRED 

“Early today a heavily 
restrained Lock was 
escorted from the jail 
to the courthouse 
holding cell.” 

TO COURTROOM HOLDING FACILITY 

“Although it’s 
unknown if Lock will 
even participate in 
this hearing.” 
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WCOC JULIE MORGAN - CITY HALL - SENTENCING TRIAL TO BEGIN SOON FOR LEOPO 

Although Lock pled not 
guilty, Lock’s attorneys 
offered no defense 
whatsoever during the 
trial, supposedly at his 
behest. 

Legal experts have speculated 
that it was Lock’s intention 
to force the prosecution to 
go through the whole process 
of a trial so a jury would 
have to convict him. 

FORMER MAYOR-ELECT RONALD BETTERS, STILL AWAITING CRIMINAL TRIAL 

“Still ahead is the 
criminal trial for Lock’s 
boss, disgraced mayor-
elect Betters, who faces 
even more charges 
including racketeering.” 

“Lock’s attorneys have 
repeatedly told WCOC that 
Lock will not be making any 
deals with prosecutors and 
will not provide any 
testimony against Betters.” 

WCOC JULIE MORGAN - CITY HALL - SENTENCING TRIAL TO BEGIN FOR LEOPOLD LOCK 

The only thing that is 
certain is that Lock will not 
be facing the death penalty 
for the capital murder of a 
federal agent. 

Deputy district attorney 
Justine Jazmin says that the 
decision to not call for the 
death penalty was at the 
behest of the federal 
government. 

And, much like the main trail 
itself, the hearing will be 
closed due to security 
concerns, So we can only 
wait outside for any 
decisions afterward. 

For WCOC, I’m Julie Morgan. 
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Good morning everyone. 

This is the sentencing 
hearing for People versus 
Leopold Lock. 

I presume both sides are 
ready for the hearing to 
proceed. 

I’ll remind everyone that the 
defendant has already been 
found guilty.  This is merely 
to determine the punishment. 

Miss Jazmin, call your first 
witness. 

Hon. Robert Ulysses 
Millennium City Judge 

Justine Jazmin 
Deputy District Attorney 

Your honor, 
the people 
first call the 
registered 
hero Starlett. 

Starlett 
Street vigilante 

I first met Agent 
Wednesday in 2014 
after a case 
involving tainted 
over-the-counter 
stimulants.* 

She helped me 
with an unrelated 
problem. 

(* See the “Psilence of the 
Conscience” story, issues #7-12) 

It took a bit of 
convincing, but I 
got his cleaning 
staff to bring 
your file to me. 

Those are all of 
the photos and 
the negatives and 
the DVD disc. 

(* Issue #13) 

The stimulants 
case required her 
to stay in 
Millennium City 
for a few months, 
so I showed her 
the sights. 

During that time, 
we became friends. 

Agent Wednesday 
FBI Telepath 

Renaissance Center 
December 2015 

He’s been here over a 
year and he still 
loves coming here. 

He’s like a big kid 
during Christmas. 

Nothing wrong 
with that.   

It’s actually 
quite refreshing 
to come across 
someone like him. 
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John Battle 
Legacy Warrior 

Who’s next to 
talk with 
Santa? 

There’s no pretense 
with him. 

No hidden secrets. 

No skeletons. 

He’s as honest and 
genuine as anyone 
can ever be. 

And he’s a genuine 
hero on top of that. 

I know. 

That’s what I 
love about him. 

You do, don’t 
you? 

I didn’t even 
need to use 
my telepathy 
to know that. 

It’s okay.  
You deserve 
someone 
like him. 

Thanks. 

My line of work 
doesn’t allow me to 
have many friends. 

And forget about 
relationships. 

My ex was a telepath 
and even then we 
couldn’t make it 
work. 

Even after the after-
work for the case was 
done, she would come 
back to Millennium 
City to visit. 

John Battle and I 
would spend the 
holidays with her. 

Given her life and how 
isolated she was 
because of her job, 
she said she truly 
appreciated having us 
as her rare friends. 
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Peri Piper 
FBI/Project Mycroft 

Elsewhere downtown... 

Hello? Ronin? 

In here. By 
the kitchen. 

Ronin Omega 
Cosmic Traveler 

Miss Lady 
Ronin’s Travel Cat 

Just spending some 
time with Miss Lady. 

How can I help you, 
Agent Piper? 

Lunk’s 
sentencing 
hearing is 
today. Yes.  I’m 

aware 
of that. 

So why aren’t you 
there? 

The other members 
of Project 
Mycroft are there 
giving testimony. 

I’ve already given my 
testimony during the 
actual trial.   

Anything more would 
be irrelevant. 

But… what about your 
relationship with 
Agent Wednesday?  
Certainly you could 
give testimony about 
who she was. 
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Agent Piper, my 
“relationship” 
with your 
predecessor 
was only on a 
professional 
basis.  

Her connections to 
other members of 
Project Mycroft 
did not translate 
into one with me. 

That’s… 

That’s rather cold. 

As they say…  

it is what it is. 

Well, maybe 
you can tell 
me about the 
case itself. 

The case file 
is locked and 
Major Cross 
only said 
that I should 
ask you 
about it. 

Locked.  Hmm… 

I suppose that is 
to be expected. 

It is still an 
issue with the 
United Nations 
and others. 

Very well.  I’ll tell 
you what I know. 

This actually 
started back in 
2016. 

That’s not to say that 
there were challengers. 

There have been plenty 
of people who ran 
against him over the 
years, and they all 
lost. 

As you may know, Calvin Biselle 
was the longest-serving mayor 
of Millennium City. 

Actually he was the only mayor 
for this city since it was 
founded after the destruction 
of Detroit. 
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“But then Ronald 
Betters came to 
Millennium City.” 

December 2016 

This construction 
site has been 
unfinished for 
far too long. 

Ronald Betters 
Businessman 

“He was a businessman from 
Chicago who made his 
money in the construction 
industry. 

There were some questions 
about his business 
practices but nothing that 
could be proven.” 

In Chicago, the mayor 
wouldn’t let a project like 
this sit around for years. 

If it was me, I would have 
had this building up and 
finished already. 

This just shows how inept 
Mayor Biselle is. 

Betters started 
an intense media 
campaign of 
attacking Mayor 
Biselle on pretty 
much every issue 
he could before 
putting his name 
up for mayor. 

Of course he 
had plenty of 
help with public 
exposure. 

“Sherman Adair runs Adair 
Media, and he’s been a 
longtime critic of Mayor 
Biselle ever since he arrived 
in the city with his cable 
channels and talk radio 
channels and entertainment 
publications.” 

Sherman Adair 
CEO Adair Media 

“Adair tried to run for 
mayor once and lost badly. 

Ever since then he vowed he 
would do whatever it took 
to see Biselle out of office. 

There was some speculation 
that it was Adair himself 
that brought Betters over 
from Chicago for that 
purpose.” 
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November 7, 2018 

“Then came 
the election.” 

“And, much to 
everyone’s surprise, 
Betters won.” 
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November 10, 2018 

“Agent Wednesday 
showed up here 
not long after 
the election.” 

“She wanted me to 
help her investigate 
Betters and to 
bring him down.” 

It’s not that 
I’m unwilling 
to help you, 
but… I’m 
curious why 
you came to 
me. 

You have a 
whole super-
agency of 
federal agents 
that would be 
better suited 
to help you. 

No, I don’t. 

I’m being sabotaged 
by my superiors. 

Every request is being 
denied.  Every time I 
try to get more 
information I get 
shut down. 

I need someone 
with your 
skills. 

Someone who 
can work 
outside the 
norms and get 
to the truth. 

This is something 
I’ve told Major 
Cross on numerous 
occasions. 

Knowing how human 
nature works and 
being able to intuit 
things is far from 
having sound evidence 
that can be used in a 
court of law. 

You wouldn’t be 
working for 
Major Cross. 

You’d be 
working for me. 
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If that were the 
case then I would 
be bound to 
PRIMUS* authority 
just like you are. 

Something your ex
-husband would-- 

(* PRIMUS is the supreme 
United States law 
enforcement authority in 
the world of Champions.) 

BRIAN IS DEAD! 

He was the one that 
was investigating 
Betters in Chicago 
and the bastard had 
him killed! 

I didn’t even know 
about it until just 
last month! 

I’m sorry.  I know you 
still have feelings for 
your ex-husband. 

But if memory serves, he 
was also a telepath, so 
how could he be killed and 
you not know it? 

I don’t know! 

All I know is that he 
was investigating 
Betters, and now 
he’s dead, and my 
bosses are 
shutting me down! 

So now I’m 
cashing in my 
favor and you’re 
going to help me 
find out how 
Betters had Brian 
killed and you’re 
going to help me 
bring him down! 

“I had asked Agent 
Wednesday to help 
Starlett with a 
problem concerning 
Markman Gold as a 
favor to me.*” 

(* Issue #13) 

“As a traveler, I was 
honor-bound to agree 
to her favor in return.” 

“Agent Wednesday insisted I 
keep this investigation 
between us. 

The fewer that knew about it, 
the better, she said. 

That included keeping Major 
Cross in the dark about my 
work with her.” 
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I don’t understand.   

Why keep it a secret? 

Why didn’t you let the 
Major know that 
you’d be working with 
the Bureau on this? 

Because if I was 
working with the 
Bureau, then I’d be 
bound by their 
rules and their 
hierarchy. 

And that was part 
of the problem 
Agent Wednesday 
faced. 

“As you know, the FBI 
and the other U.S. 
law enforcement 
agencies answer to 
PRIMUS.” 

“That even includes 
the Champions*.” 

“I take it 
you’ve heard 
of Augustine?” Sandovar Augustine 

P.R.I.M.U.S. Administrator 

“Sandovar Augustine?  
He’s like the PRIMUS 
version of J. Edgar 
Hoover!” 

Augustine was the regional 
administrator in the Chicago 
office when Senior Agent 
Brian Wednesday was 
investigating Betters. 

Not long after his death, 
Augustine suddenly arrived in 
Millennium City and took over 
all PRIMUS operations from 
Champions Headquarters. 

I already told Agent 
Wednesday that we’ve 
closed the 
investigation on the 
death of her ex. 

His death was a 
tragic accident. 

Nothing more. 

I’m telling you 
what I told her… 

There’s no 
connection 
between the death 
of senior agent 
Wednesday and 
the Mayor-elect. 

Period. 

(* The Champions are, of 
course, the premiere superhero 
group in Millennium City.) 
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Augustine made it clear 
that the murder of Anna’s 
ex was off-the-table. 

So we went after what he 
was investigating.  The 
case that got him killed. 

Augustine locked his 
computer files, but 
Brian’s written notes gave 
us enough to figure out 
where we needed to look. 

What do 
you mean? 

Ronald Betters was a 
builder in Chicago.   

One of the worst things a 
builder hates is a union, 
and Betters prided 
himself in running a non-
union operation in a city 
known for unions. 

So how did Betters keep 
his business union-free? 

It wasn’t because of being 
a good boss.  He was as 
ruthless as anyone else in 
the business. 

It was because every union 
election his workers held 
would mysteriously fail. 

So you’re saying 
Betters would 
somehow… fix... all 
those elections? 

Or have them fixed? 

It would 
explain his 
success.   

But it was still 
all speculative. 

Agent Wednesday had a search 
done on all the businesses 
Betters was connected to. 

It was rather extensive.  A lot of 
connecting limited liability 
corporations. 

Turned out some of them were in 
the business of providing 
security for things like public 
and private elections. 

Like the kind that 
involve union 
elections. 
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“So why would Betters 
leave his seemingly 
thriving business in 
Chicago and come to 
Millennium City to 
spend a year 
criticizing the sitting 
mayor before running 
for the position?” 

“At the time, he 
had no building 
contracts with 
the city.” 

He didn’t come to 
the city to build. 

He came to the city 
to run for mayor… 
and win. 

And that was 
where we needed 
to go. 

“election records 
showed a lot of 
donations from 
people like 
Sherman Adair, but 
they also had a lot 
of political 
action committees 
connected to those 
limited liability 
corporations.” 

The same LLC’s that 
operated out of 
Chicago. 

LLC’s that suddenly 
opened up shop in 
Millennium City. 

“We hit the streets in 
Westside and talked 
with the people.” 

“There was an influx 
of new businesses 
looking for people 
to work temporary 
positions for a lot 
of money.” 

“We also found 
plenty of resistance 
to anyone asking 
about those jobs.” 
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Yeah, man, check 
with Dante.   

He worked for 
them.  They might 
still be hiring. 

You don’t 
want to be 
asking 
questions 
like that. 

Dude that paid us 
that money, he said 
if anyone asks 
around to give him a 
call and that person 
would disappear. 

Which “dude”?   

Did he have a 
name or was 
he just “dude”? 

“I became aware that 
every time I asked 
around, I’d get the 
attention of local 
gang members.” 

“So I turned 
to the gangs.” 

“Despite their moniker, 
not all Maniacs are 
crazy or drug-addled.” 

“A lot of them are 
quite sane.” 
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Some guy with a 
weird accent 
hands us money 
and says take 
care of someone, 
and the crew just 
do it. 

We don’t ask any 
questions.  We just 
do it. 

Bouncy asked 
questions once and 
they scraped him 
off the street the 
next day. 

Hey, I hear  
you’re looking 
for some work. 

There’s someone 
looking for 
some quick help 
at the docks. 

“Then I got 
a break.” 

I need a 
driver. 

I’m 
licensed. 

“She told me what 
warehouse to look 
for and to wait until 
the loading was done 
before taking the 
truck to the location 
written in the cab.” 

“Are you really 
a licensed 
truck driver?” 

“No, but she 
never asked 
for my 
credentials.” 

“The warehouse had 
a temporary sign at 
the door of one of 
the LLC businesses 
linked to Betters.” 

“Maniac gang members 
were doing security, but 
they were a bit sloppy.” 

“Nobody saw me 
approach the 
entranceway.” 
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“The directions 
in the cab said 
the truck was 
going to a burn 
disposal site 
in Chicago.” 

“The boxes were 
full of absentee 
ballots for the 
mayor’s race.” 

“All of them 
signed but not 
certified.” 

HEY!  What are 
you doing?!? 

“The gang 
members were 
sloppy and 
easily beaten.” 

“I didn’t even have 
to draw blood.” 

“I locked up the 
gang members in the 
back of the truck 
and transported it 
to a holding area 
that U.N.T.I.L. runs.” 

“U.N.T.I.L.? Wasn’t 
that a conflict 
of jurisdiction?” 

“It wasn’t the first 
time that U.N.T.I.L. 
resources were used 
for a joint operation 
with either the FBI or 
PRIMUS.” 
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January 4th., 2019 

“Agent Wednesday and 
I laid everything out 
in a basement that 
she rented under an 
assumed name.” 

“The private companies, 
the temporary jobs, the 
boxes of absentee 
ballots, interviews with 
witnesses, all of it.” 

He swapped the absentee 
ballots in Westside. 

One company made the 
fake ballots, copies 
the voter signatures... 

The company that 
handles election 
security then 
swaps those 
ballots with the 
real ones that 
were submitted. 

Those ballots get 
certified...  

Betters gets declared the 
winner with just enough of 
a margin to not call for an 
automatic recount. 

Meanwhile the company you 
raided would dispose of 
the real ballots. 

Or they would have if 
they didn’t need a 
last-minute driver. 

I think we have enough 
evidence for you to 
make an arrest. 

Not yet. 

I still need to run this 
by my superiors, which 
means Augustine will 
be alerted. 

If I’m right… he will try 
to block the arrest. 

Then you will 
have to do 
something to 
force the 
issue. 

And we’ll need 
help with that. 
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Was that when 
you brought 
the others in? 

Not yet. 

First, we needed a 
prosecutor willing 
to take the case 
and approve the 
arrest warrant. 

Yes, yes 
I’ll do it! 

“Fortunately 
the county 
prosecutor 
was easily 
convinced to 
be the one.” 

George Kruger 
County Prosecutor 

January 5th, 2019 

Champions HQ 

“Meanwhile, I paid 
Augustine a visit 
to update him on 
the status of our 
investigation.” 

This is… 

Incredible. And she can 
back all 
this up? 

She has 
enough for 
a warrant? 

Witness statements, 
signed confessions, 
a paper trail a mile 
long showing Betters 
was involved with 
every part of the plan. 

“What I didn’t mention was 
that, while I was talking 
with him, Wednesday was 
already meeting with the 
judge to sign off on the 
arrest warrant.” 
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I want to see 
this evidence 
myself. 

If what she has 
is right, I want 
to be there when 
she arrests 
betters. 

Can you 
take me 
to where 
you have 
all this? 

Of 
course. 

“I knew he was lying.  
I could hear the 
concern in his voice.  
His walk was also a 
little brisker than 
usual.” 

I’ve always had my 
suspicions about 
Betters…  

That’s why I’ve 
been shadowing 
him all this time. 

“He was afraid.  He was 
fearful that we would 
arrest betters and that 
might lead to his own 
connection.” 

*NNH!* 

“I didn’t expect him 
to ambush me while 
still in Champions 
Headquarters.” 

Nothing 
personal…  

but I can’t 
let you take 
Betters in. 

“While I have experience 
against mystical 
enemies, even I could 
not withstand a mystic 
assault that someone 
like Augustine could 
dish out.” 

“I was overwhelmed 
before I could 
finish drawing 
one of my swords.” 
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This is 
Augustine... 

Send one of 
your units to 
Champions HQ 
for a quick 
retrieval. 

No, I can’t afford to 
have this one here in 
PRIMUS custody. 

I need him detained in 
your facility until I 
can get this all 
sorted out. 

So who did he 
call? 

And why didn’t 
anyone inside 
Champions HQ 
hear the attack? 

That, I wish I 
knew. 

Remember I was 
unconscious at 
that point. 

Call 
your next 
witness. 

Our next 
witness is the 
registered hero 
Galatea Future. 

Galatea Future 
Otherworld Guardian 

I first encountered Agent 
Anna Wednesday when she 
was investigating the 
organization I work with 
on behalf of certain 
members of Congress.* 

Eventually, though, 
she was brought into 
our investigation of 
people suddenly 
getting telepathic 
powers. 

(* Issue #11) 
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I didn’t get this 
case to go after 
Candace Sinclair. 

I was under orders 
to scrutinize your 
group’s handling of 
The Nationalist. 

Congresswoman 
Stickbutt may be on the 
“outs” in Washington, 
but she still has plenty 
of political pull in the 
Great Lakes area. 

When someone like her 
says to pull out all of 
the stops to discredit 
someone, you do it. 

“After the incident 
with the tainted pills, 
Agent Wednesday 
stayed in the city for 
a few months to 
follow-up on those 
who were affected.” 

“Eventually she asked 
me to help her on other 
cases for the FBI as a 
joint PRIMIUS-U.N.T.I.L. 
agreement.” 

I know you’ve 
already given 
your testimony 
on this in the 
main trial, but 
take us through 
the events of 
January 5th, 2019 
from your 
perspective. 

*sigh* 

I was coming back 
from an emergency 
call.  Mudslide in 
New York. 

I was being 
briefed on what 
was going on 
from Major Cross. 

Major Xavier Cross 
Project Mycroft 

Ronin has been working with Agent 
Wednesday on a case involving the 
mayor-elect.  Apparently Betters 
rigged the election so he’d win. 

Wednesday is on her way to city 
hall now to arrest Betters.  Ronin 
was supposed to assist but he’s 
been captured and detained by 
ARGENT* agents. 

(* ARGENT is the world’s biggest 
energy corporation in the world 
of Champions Online.  They also 
have their own private security 
force that rivals most nations.) 
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I can be at 
ARGENT HQ in 
two minutes 
and free Ronin. 

Negative.  I have John 
Battle going there to 
free ronin. 

I need you at City Hall 
to back up Wednesday. 

Car’s parked 
out front. 

Your jet is 
ready to go at 
the airport to 
take you to 
Russia. 

I know it’s here 
somewhere… 

I saw it 
yesterday... 

There it is! 

Telepathic 
jamming 
device! 

That won’t help you, 
Mister Betters. 

You’re under arrest 
for election fraud 
and racketeering. 

I’m Ronald Betters.   

I’m the mayor of 
this god@mned 
city! 

You can’t touch me! 

You haven't been 
sworn in yet. 

And you never 
will. 

And I have a 
warrant that 
says I will take 
you into custody! 
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Get to the car. 

I’ll handle 
missy ‘ere like 
I did her ex. 

I get that right?   

You the other 
Wednesday the fed 
was talkin’ ‘bout 
b’fore I snapped 
his turkey neck? 

This‘ll 
take but 
a minute. 

You should have 
stayed with him and 
the jammer device. 

Now I’m going to 
make you feel every 
bit of Brian’s pain 
times a million. 

Not gonna 
happen. 

I know 
something 
you don’t. 

Anna’s a skilled 
telepath.  She 
should have no 
problem-- 

Betters’ 
security goon 
is a behemoth-
class meta! --NO 

SHE 
CAN’T! 
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“By the time I 
got there…” 

“I was moving faster than 
sound, so I couldn’t hear 
anything else.” 
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I couldn’t hear her 
heartbeat or her 
respiration with 
my hyper-senses. 

“… it was 
too late.” 

“Agent Wednesday 
was already dead.” 

I warned the little 

chickie that ‘er 

tricks wouldn’t 

work on me. 

Now she’s with 

‘er ex husband. 

“And the man that 
killed her was right 
in front of me, 
fully transformed.” 
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You lookin’  
t’  join ‘er? 
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A friend and 
ally was dead 
and her 
killer was in 
front of me. 

I was 
angry. 

“I don’t know how 
long we fought.” 

I was pushed 
harder than I 
ever was in…  

… in years. 

And he took 
everything I 
dished out. 

“We finally ended up in 
the middle of Westside.” 

“It was a gutter 
fight between us.” 

“The building around 
us was in flames and 
collapsing but we 
didn’t care.” 

“There were no words 
at that point.  It was 
all brute violence.” 

“And then…  

it was over.” 
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“My outfit was 
destroyed, and I 
had several 
fractured bones.” 

YOU IN THE 
BUILDING! 

COME OUT 
SLOWLY! 

There’s one in 
there that 
needs to be 
taken to jail. 

He’s under 
arrest for 
murder. 

Lady, the 
only threat 
we see here 
is you. 

HE MURDERED 
A FEDERAL 
AGENT! 

The officers told 
me that the only 
way Lock was to be 
taken to jail 
would be if I took 
him there myself. 

I had to use what 
was left of my 
strength to 
finish the task. 
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I don’t 
understand… 
why wouldn't 
the police 
help Galatea? 

Because the police 
union was one of 
the big supporters 
of Betters. 

The rank-and-file 
cops saw Galatea 
as the enemy, not 
his enforcer. 

“While all that 
was going on… 
John Battle 
was securing 
my release 
from ARGENT.” 

“Rather forcefully, I’m told.” 

You have a 
friend of 
mine in 
your 
custody. 

You can 
have him.   

We’re done 
doing 
Augustine’s 
work. 

ARGENT gave up on 
trying to hold me 
because of what 
was going on at 
City Hall. 

But they haven’t 
forgotten what 
John did.  I’m told 
they still hold a 
grudge with him. 

What about 
Betters? 

And 
Augustine? 
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“Betters didn’t 
get very far.” Hold it 

right there 
Betters! 

Look, I don’t 
have time to 
deal with this. 

I’m the mayor-
elect and I’m 
late for-- 

Shove it, 
betters! 

A friend of mine 
was just killed, 
and I am really 
fighting the urge 
to make you 
suffer for it. 

So you better 
stand down now. 

“I’m told he surrendered 
HIMSELF rather easily.” 

“As for Augustine, PRIMUS 
allowed him to quietly 
retire with full benefits.” 

“What?!?” 

“We didn’t have enough 
evidence to link him 
to anything involving 
Betters or the death 
of Brian Wednesday.” 

“PRIMUS didn’t want 
the implication of 
his involvement to 
embarrass the 
administration.” 
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Before I pass 
sentence, does 
Mister Lock have 
anything to say 
to the court? 

S’all. 

Your honor, I 
did what I did 
b’cause it was 
me job. 

Nothin’ more. 

So be it. 

Leopold Lock, you have been 
found guilty of the crimes 
of witness tampering, 
election fraud, conspiracy 
to commit election fraud, 
and the capital murder of a 
federal agent. 

Having heard the witnesses 
and your seeming indifference 
to the crimes you are 
convicted of, this court sees 
no choice but to sentence you 
to a minimum of three hundred 
years in a maximum security 
facility with no possibility 
of parole. 

Sentence to be carried out 
immediately.   

Court is adjourned. 

Well, that’s it. 

Lunk is going away. 

We did it. 
We only sent 
Anna’s killer to 
prison. 

Betters is next. 

We’ll get him too.  
He’ll Join Lock in 
prison. 

Yeah... 

Listen, I have to go 
check on furball.   

I’ll meet up with you 
and John for pizza 
later. 
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Just missed 
her, huh? 

John… let’s 
just go. 

What? 

Out west.  To your 
old tribe where you 
grew up. 

We talked about it 
before.* 

Let’s go… right now. 

Okay… We just 
have to let 
Cross know 
first.   

But, yeah, 
let’s go. 

This is Mister 
Van Cleef. 

Alexander Van Cleef 
VARTECH 

Reach out to 
Mister Betters 
and let him 
know it’s time 
for him to take 
the deal and to 
go away. 

We’ve let this 
game go on too 
long as it is. 

Reply with one 
word if you 
understand. 

(* Last issue) 
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Meowww... 

Oh how 
precious! 

She’s letting 
me know that 
she’s ready 
for dinner. 

Do you wish to stay? 

I believe we have 
chicken and rice on 
the menu for tonight. 

Or chicken and rice 
cat food for her and 
grilled chicken and 
steamed rice for me. 

No, I should be 
getting back to 
my place. 

I can’t believe it’s 
evening already. 

I hope I 
answered your 
questions 
about the event. 

You did… and now 
I have a better 
understanding 
about the 
circumstances of 
that incident and 
why everyone acts 
so weird about 
it. 

Ronald Betters was a 
corrupt businessman who 
was brought in to 
overthrow the mayor. 

And while the majority of 
people in this city 
supported Calvin Biselle, 
there were enough in 
certain factions of the 
city to see someone else 
take over, by hook or by 
crook. 

And because of that, 
and because of what we 
had to do, there’s now 
distrust and hostility 
between the city and 
U.N.T.I.L. 
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There’s just 
one thing... 

When you said there 
was insufficient 
evidence to link 
Augustine to Betters… 

My telepathic power 
said that was a lie. 

There was evidence. 

Yes, there really was. 

But that is not what the 
administrators in PRIMUS 
saw… or wanted to see. 

They saw a man who was by 
all accounts a legend in 
the federal government 
LINKED TO AN ORGANIZED 
CRIME BOSS. 

A “LEGEND” WHO HAD NO 
QUALMS HAVING A FEDERAL 
AGENT LIKE Brian 
Wednesday killed to 
protect that crime boss. 

Or let another agent die 
rather than help her bring 
justice to her ex. 

So… they lied. 

Primus lied 
to protect 
Augustine. 

They lied to protect 
themselves, not Augustine. 

They would much rather have 
Galatea on the hot seat in 
Congress than their own 
people. 

O-kay… 

Well, good 
night… and 
thank you. 

Good night, 
Agent Piper. 
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Epilogue 

In a leased laboratory 
in Westside... 

Dr. William Foswell 
(super-genius cousin of Foxbat) 

Nano-insertion and 
genetic sequencing 
program scheduled. 

Do you wish to 
engage schedule? 

Yes, yes, 
oh yes! 

Sequence schedule 
commencing. 

Time until completion: 

Forty-eight hours. 

It’s begun. 

Now all I have 
to do is get 
Adam ready to 
do his part. 

And then my 
Galatea will be 
ready to make 
her debut! 

Next: 

A NEW 
Galatea? 
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Ronald Betters And The Mayor That Never Was 

When the decision was made to skip five ahead years in “Future’s Guardian” between issues 14 and 15, we 
couldn’t just say “oh, five years skipped”.  Things change, and we had to come up with some of those 
changes. 

Obviously one of the big changes was the relationship between John Battle and Starlett.  This became clear 
right from the cover of Issue 15 with them being a couple.  But then there was “an incident”.  Something that 
would bring Project Mycroft under scrutiny and poison the relationship between the heroes of Mycroft and 
the rest of the city.  Something that would bring in someone like Lady Glacia to oversee the group. 

Borrowing a page from the real world, the decision was made for the “incident” to be an election.  A race for 
the mayor’s office where someone unexpected would win, but then be revealed to have cheated. 

When it comes to politics in the world of Champions Online, there has been only one mayor for Millennium 
City, and that’s Calvin Biselle.  Calvin has been mayor since the city began in 1993 from the ruins of Detroit.  
And while there have been real-world mayors across America that have served longer than him (the longest 
was just over 63 years), it would be hard to think that someone like Biselle could just sail through election 
after election for twenty-five years with everyone loving him.  Obviously there are some in-game that don’t, 
i.e. Sherman Adair, but you have to wonder who else would want someone else in City Hall, especially after 
twenty-five years. 

Bear in mind that when these changes came up, it was late 2018 and early 2019.  It would be another year 
before a certain real-world narcissist and his gang of fascistic followers and enablers would spin the idea of 
switching ballots and voter fraud.  If anything, life imitated art in this situation, not the other way around. 

The character of Ronald Betters obviously was inspired to a limited extent by a certain real-world celebrity 
and former President, but with this character coming from Chicago, I also wanted him to be more like Al 
Capone, if Capone went into building things instead of bootlegging. But Betters really wasn’t the big story 
here.  Rather, it was the underlings who worked for him. 

Words of wisdom from writer and creator David 2. 

Continues on next page... 

Billboard image for Ronald Betters running for Mayor of Millennium City. 
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The first character I came up with for this “incident” was Lunk.  A character who would be an old-school 
thug.  Someone who would break legs or snap necks without a second thought.  But there needed to be 
more to him than just muscle.  He needed to be someone who could not only overpower and murder a 
seasoned telepath like Agent Wednesday, but also give Galatea Future a run for her money. 

The idea that a thug like Lunk would be that powerful and be immune to telepathy was an interesting 
twist, but it would also make him really stand out.  So Lunk became a Jekyll/Hyde figure.  Most people 
would see a bald guy with a British accent, like Jason Statham.  But then, when he’s really unleashed, 
he’d be this huge figure of uncontained muscle.  Someone that would almost be Galatea’s Doomsday 
monster. 

The other character that needed to come about was Augustine.  Originally dubbed “Saint Augustine”, he 
needed to be a figure that would work within the system and keep groups like the Champions and like the 
Paranormal Research and Investigation Mission of the United States (P.R.I.M.U.S.) from interfering.  
Because you have this figure like Betters with questionable credentials, with a dubious reputation as a 
builder that came from a city like Chicago with a history of corruption and organized crime, and suddenly 
he’s considered “respected”?  Suddenly he’s “mayoral material”?  There needed to be someone that 
would be considered unchallengeable who would run interference from prying agents like Anna 
Wednesday or her ex.  Someone with authority in PRIMUS that could shut down investigations.  
Augustine would be that corrupted authority figure that would protect Betters.  And the only way one 
could get around that level of interference would be if there was some kind of authority that overrode 
that, and that would be, of course, the United Nations and the United Nations Tribunal on International 
Law (U.N.T.I.L.). 

So now, after so much said and hinted, we’re finally able to give you “the incident”.  The one that 
poisoned the relations between the police and U.N.T.I.L. and put Major Cross and his Project Mycroft 
group under the direct supervision of Lady Esther Glacia.  The incident that required Galatea to get a new 
outfit just in time for her role in the pages of “The Crucible”.  And now an incident that has been 
explained and we can move on to the future for Galatea Future and the rest of her associates. 

Continued from previous page... 

ANOTHER Galatea? 

What has the mad doctor 
Foswell been working on?   

And who is “Adam”? 

Find out in our 25th 
Issue! 
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